PREFACE

Welcome to CHILDREN’S GARDEN!

CHILDREN’S GARDEN is an English course designed specifically for Early Childhood
Education (ECE) and Childcare majors at vocational schools, colleges or universities. It
offers practice in the type of English ECE students need when they work in an international
setting with young children.

In my first English textbook Childcare English, I had the readers experience childcare and
education through the eyes of a teacher at a Japanese nursery school. In this textbook,
readers will vicariously experience an internship through the eyes of a peer at an
international nursery school. This approach helps the Japanese ECE majors relate to the
text.

This textbook emphasizes the development of communicative skills in the English
language through authentic dialogues, model conversations and substitution drills.
Exercises include: Listening comprehension, grammar and translation activities.

The model conversations are short, yet contain ample opportunities for students to practice
and make use of their knowledge and experiences of nursery school or kindergarten
education. The grammar exercises focus on selected areas of difficulty for Japanese
learners (articles, tenses, prepositions, etc.). Attractive illustrations enliven each unit and
provide students with visual images that will keep them motivated and involved.

Most units contain songs, rhymes, fingerplays, handicrafts and childcare information.
These useful tips will help students to interact effectively with young children. In addition,
singing rhymes can help students significantly improve their pronunciation and capture the
rhythm of the English language.

Finally, I would like to thank Mrs. Waltraud Oka who was instrumental in creating the
exercises and reviewing the English. I would also like to thank Professor Keiko Kishii who
provided background information on preschool education from a professional point of view.
Ms. Yuri Komatsu also gave me valuable advice on childcare. I must also thank my
students for their insights and encouragement.

Naoko Akamatsu
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1 CHILDREN'’S GARDEN

“] Start My First Internship Next Month.”

JUDGING FROM PICTURES The School Brochure

Look at the pictures. Then read the questions and discuss the answers.

a) Where is this? Have you been to a place like this? How old were you then?

b) What can you see? What are the children doing?
¢) What kind of program does Children’s Garden offer?

We offer quality childcare and preschool education programs for
infants, toddlers, and preschoolers that nurture the individual needs
and abilities of each child.

Classrooms Group Size
Bambi Babies 10 infants

yildcare

0% Duckling Ones 14 toddlers
Kitten Twos 16 children

///////////{//\//
R

Program Times
Regular Program 8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Extended Program  7:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Classrooms Group Size
Frog Threes 20 children
Ladybug Fours 20 children
Butterfly Fives 20 children

school brochure BOLHY . N> Tl w b offer 292 quality BDOE0 childcare RE

preschool education FEEIHE . $BHE nurture BT . [E<<& individual {84 ® ability A&




LISTENING COMPREHENSION Emi's Self-introduction

Match the English and Japanese expressions.

1. major in - a. REL/SHHEBEHE
2. early childhood education _ b. EXI3

3. preschool teacher - c. BEE

4. internship - d. =3

5. CV (curriculum vitae, resume) - e. HEHE

Emi’s

®

Family Name: Kato
First Name: Emi

Address & Zip Code: 132 Sakuramachi, Kita-ku, Tokyo 107-6002

Home Telephone: 503-4678-1239

Date of Birth: June 16, 1989

Nationality: Japanese

Sex: Female

Marital Status: Single

Work: Day-care Center Assistant (weekends only)
Education: Tokyo Junior College (sophomore)

Skills: Proficient in computers, English

Interests: Playing the piano, watching movies, skiing

Listen to the CD and check true (T) or false (F). ()2

Emi is a third-year student.

Her major in college is English.

She hopes to work with young children later.

Her internship at Children’s Garden starts tomorrow.

Ms. Ota is Emi’s college teacher.

OO Oodd
OO Oodd

introduction #8/ marital status SRESRDBE  skills FAE F4fT
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ADVICE FOR THE INTERNSHIP

The Philosophy of Children’s Garden ¢g)3

Translate the sentences into Japanese.

HEMAEFE<<D
(O Children’s Garden is a special place for children to learn, play, and socialize in

a happy, safe and nurturing environment.

@ We welcome children from a variety of cultural backgrounds. We teach children

5E95 . .
to respect different cultures and ideas.

EBIB
@ The teachers at Children’s Garden are always patient and supportive. They

MhE>.Bhd
interact with children by talking and listening to them.

Translate Japanese sentences into English, arranging the given words.

1. XPU—=5BvA. BRIERRXSALIR. (you, like, your, Mary, look, father )

2. PhH5EHVIE>NIzR. (so, soft, your, cheeks, are )

3. I\ESBBTTIChbAKIZH, (feet, you, and, hands, such, have, tiny )

4. oL TIBLL®RA? (hold, me, you, do, you, to, want )

philosophy ;& - /5%t




200
CONVERSATION Emi Meets Ms. Ota, the Head Teacher. ()4

Fill in the blanks using the words in the box. Then listen to the CD and practice
with your partner.

a an any my our some your

Emi: Hello, Ms. Ota. My name is Emi Kato. It’s a pleasure to meet you.
)

Ota: It’s a pleasure to meet you, too, Miss Kato. Please have ' seat.
Emi: Thank you. Here’s? CV.
Ota: Oh, yes. May I ask you” questions?

Emi: Of course.
Ota: Where do you live?
Emi: Ilive in Tokyo.

Ota: How do you come to * school?
Emi: Icome by bus and train.

Ota: How long does it take?

Emi: About” hour.

Ota: What do you do in ® free time?

Emi: I play the piano or watch movies. Well, I sometimes go shopping.
Ota: You speak good English. Have you been abroad?
Emi: Yes. I was lucky to have spent four years in Australia when I was little.

Ota: Isee. Now, do you have ” questions?

Walk around the room and ask two people the questions below. Write their answers.
Questions Person 1 Person 2

What is your first name?

Where do you live?

How do you come to school?

How long does it take?

What do you do in your free time?

S gk wo

Have you been abroad?

head teacher =/ BRBOXRH : 30 minutes = half an hour 90 minutes = an (one) hour and a
half = one and a half hours
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READING AND LISTENING Emi’'s Journal — Orientation ¢)5

Read the journal entry and circle the correct words. Then listen to the CD. (See
Grammar Notes on page 82)

oo00000000000NN

Friday, May 12. About two weeks ago, I scheduled an orientation with Ms.

Ota. T called during the children's nap time, which is between 1:30 pm and

2:30 pm, since the teachers are the "most / least busy during this hour. I
knew I should be careful while speaking on the phone, so I spoke slowly and
used the more / less formal manner of expressions.

Today was orientation day. Ms. Ota explained their school's philosophy
and gave me the school calendar. She is not only the head teacher, but also
the five-year-olds' classroom teacher. She showed me around the school
and let me observe all the classroom activities. I learned how the children
spend their days at school.

The “best / worst thing about Children's Garden is that it will provide me
with an opportunity o meet children from different backgrounds and
cultures. My internship starts next month. I can't wait! Just a “few / little
more weeks to go!

Which of the answers are correct?

1. Emi the children when she visited Children’s Garden.
a) taught
b) played with 4 h
Cc) saw Uiz

Which words in the story

. In Children’s Garden, there are .
mean the opposite of:

] 1. fast -
a) no Japanese children. > same <
b) children of various nationalities. 3. careless <
¢) returnees only. 4. free -
5. casual <

L v

nap time BEOE formal i& -7 expression X, (Z&[ED) SWEHL  explain 8T 3
observe R59% provide 293 opportunity =, 135



FUN TIMES WITH NURSERY RHYMES (3¢
Sing Nursery Songs and Enjoy-a Fingerplay.
REBOFBO|REZEHSL T, RBOUXXL, BB, 1>V bx—Y3Yy, B8EFBLEL LD,
BRBRBDRICIE>THEL & Do FBEOBLKRBEL THEL £D0

(“ARE YOU SLEEPING?” OB A H)

@ Where is Thumbkin?

@ Where is Thumbkin?

@ Here I am. Here I am.
® How are you today, sir?
® Very well, I thank you.
@ Run away. Run away.

Hands behind back. Show one thumb,  Bend one thumb, Wiggle one thumb
then the other. then the other. away, then the
other.

You can repeat using other fingers: Pointer (index finger)
Tall Man (middle finger)
Ring Man (ring finger)
Baby (little finger)

sir B3l & (BMHICHT B BAFEICRS BTV EHSBLY)






